Celebration of Restoration
September 6 - October 4, 2009

5 part sermon series

Sermon Schedule and Development:


August 30, 2009 - The Authority of God’s Word

“No Creed but Christ; No Book but the Bible”


September 6, 2009 - The Continuity of God’s Family



“Where the Scriptures Speak, We Speak;




Where the Scriptures are Silent, We are Silent”


September 13, 2009 - The Propriety in God’s Church



“Calling Bible Things by Bible Names;





Doing Bible Things in Bible Ways”


September 20, 2009 - A Charity with God’s People



“In Essential Beliefs, We Have Unity;




In Non-Essential Beliefs, We Have Liberty;





In All Belief (things), We Have Charity”


September 27, 2009 - The Unity of God’s Kingdom

 

“We Are NOT the Only Christians, 








but We Are Christians Only”

Celebration of Restoration
The Authority of God’s Word

“No Creed but Christ; No Book but the Bible”

2 Timothy 3:14-4:4

(page 1855)
Opening:
God’s Word (Scripture) is…


The Supreme Authority! 

   
The Scriptures are Inspired by the Living God 

   
The Scriptures are Indispensable for a Life with God


   
The Scriptures are Instrumental in Living Life for God 

The Sole Authority!

The Standard of Authority! 
Through the Scriptures, we Measure…



The Make-up of One’s Life - Our Character


The Message of One’s Life - Our Communication


The Manner of One’s Life - Our Conduct
Conclusion: 2 Thessalonians 2:13
*Celebration of Restoration

*The Authority of God’s Word 
*“No Creed but Christ, No Book but the Bible”

*2 Timothy 3:14-4:4 (page 1855)
Opening:
“What kind of a Church are we?” 
       Deluge of Churches - Defined by Distinguishing features (Descriptions) 


My Desire of Church, Design of Church (from Scripture…)

Independent - local autonomy though with a Interdependency          

 (not) Isolationist, but Interactive with congregations (within community) 

Identification - Restoration Movement (October 4th Celebration)

     Restoration of Church to New Testament Christianity
      Movement vs. “Sect” (not a Denomination - Undenominational) - quote 
In fact, for the next few weeks we are going to be speaking directly to this subject of the Restoration Movement - for some of you, this may be an Introduction to the history and principles of our congregation; for others, this may be a refresher course on this subject.  For those of you who may be interested in even more detailed information, I would invite you to participate in our services on Wednesday nights, beginning September 9th, as we look in-depth into the History of the Restoration Movement this fall.

Now during our Sunday morning services, we will be taking a look at the Restoration Movement through the lenses of several slogans that identify the biblical principles upon which this movement was based.  These principles helped to establish and define New Testament Christianity, restoring the Church to her biblical foundations.  And that is the goal and the desire of this series of sermons.  So as we begin, let’s start with the most basic underlying aspect of all Christianity (Scripture); and the profound, biblical principles that were fundamental in kick-starting this movement to restore God’s Church to N. T. Christianity… the Authority of God’s Word 
   
[turn to 2 Timothy, p. 1855]

People of the Book - No Creed/Christ --- Book but the Bible
We’re going to assume that you believe the God’s Word is actually what it says it is, as we’ve just read… God’s Word has a Secured Authenticity that is Undeniable.  (I will be sharing during our Max Impact Hour a class on the Foundations of our Faith, including a Surety of Authenticity of God’s Word.)  But for our time this morning, let’s look at a few other aspects of God’s Word in relation to our congregation and to the Christian life.     
First…
*God’s Word is the Supreme Authority!
For Life, but especially Life of the Christian and life of the Church - WHY?

*The Scriptures are Inspired by the Living God (3:16)

Not the Intention or Intuition of Man


Certainly not the Incantations or Inventions of Man


Not through the Investigation or the Insistence of Man


Not the Instruction or Innovation or Information from Man


Not the Inductions or Inclinations or Interpretations of Man 



But only the Inspiration of God to Man!
*Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.






[2 Peter 1:20 & 21]
      *The Scriptures are Indispensable for a Life with God (3:15)
Clearly we may Know there is a God from nature - Introduction 

but we get to Know about God (Information) from His Word

     we also come to Know Him about Sin from the Insight of Scripture

But the Bible Informs and Instructs in Salvation and a Life with God
Romans 10:17 - faith comes from hearing message/heard thru Word of God 

Quote - William Lyon Phelps, Former President of Yale
*For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, 



but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word of God.









[1 Peter 1:23]
*The Scriptures are Instrumental in Living Life for God (3:16 & 17)
*“It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but… 

       on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”       [Matthew 4:4]



they teach us about how to live life for God; 
they train us in how to live life for God; 




they transform our lives as we live for God!
*In the exercise of His Will He brought us forth by the Word of Truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures… Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the Word implanted, which is able to save your souls.










[James 1:18, 21 NASV]
but also… *God’s Word is the Sole Authority! 
Unique Aspect that Propelled the Restoration Movement… 

       God’s Word as the Ultimate/Absolute Authority - and Only Authority!


Isn’t that Obvious?!  NO - early on, church began to drift away


i.e. - Gnostic Gospels, 4th Century-8th century - Government Structure
 
***Strides made with the Reformation Movement (16th & 17th century) -  
 “Sola Scriptura”
October 31, 1517 - Martin Luther… led to
    Revival (Great Awakening) - Great American Revival - “2nd Awakening” 

***One step further with Restoration Movement… 

Reform - Removal of flaws/faults to improve, made better 


Restore - Return to Original Condition/State    (point of interest)  Thomas Campbell - ordained Presbyterian Minister from Ireland






(Anti-Burgher Old Light Seceder)


arrived in America, May 1807 --- trouble came within 5 months

 Communion (3rd/4th Sundays in August) other “Presbyterians” (Christians)

   {1796 Associate Synod Act - prohibition of “occasional communion”} 

Suspension by Chartiers Presbytery (May 07) “clergical credentials”

Censured by Associate Synod (May 08) - rebuke and admonition

 {Deposed (“Defrocked”) - May 1809 through April 1810 - “didn’t appear”}  

  Following year (9/14/08) - formally and permanently severed association 

 



  thru medium of letter - D & A to Associate Synod 

    Formation of Christian Association of Washington (PA) County (Buffalo)


21 members - statement of purpose/objectives - penned by Campbell

    September 7, 1809 - read and unanimously approved D & A of CAW

consisted of  @ 25k words… Declaration (purpose), Address (13 props), 

         Appendix (amplify/explain), Postscript (objectives to promote crusade)

One of Major focuses of document - Authority of the Holy Scriptures 
Summary of some of the thirteen propositions:

3) Bible is the only rule of faith and practice for Christians 

4) OT & NT alone contain authoritative constitution of church of Christ 

5) NO human authority has power to amend or change 






the original constitution and lows of the church.

6) That inferences and deductions from Scripture, however valuable, 



can not be made binding upon the consciences of Christians. 

7) That differences of opinion with regard to such inferences 





shall not be made tests of fellowship and communion

8) That faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God is a sufficient profession to 

     entitle a man or a woman to become a member of the church of Christ.

11) That neglect of the revealed will of God/introduction of human innovations are and have been the cause of all the corruption and divisions that have ever taken place in the church of God.  

13) That any additions to NT program which circumstances may require, shall be regarded as human expedients and shall not be given a place of higher authority in the church than permitted by the fallible character of their origin.

There were others (earlier) pursuing the Sole Authority of Scripture…

Barton W Stone (September 1804) Last Will/Test Springfield Presbytery experiences of Cane Ridge (Ky) Revival - determined the N.T. only standard 

“We will that our power of making laws for government of the church, and 

      and executing them by delegated authority, forever cease.”     

      suggesting… “all creeds should be given to the moles and the bats.”

In 1813, the Brush Run Church (Campbells after dissolve of Christian Association)… “N.T. is the perfect constitution for worship, discipline, 




 and government of the N.T. Church.”

And eventually these two “groups” met in 1831 - Georgetown, Ky

     “Reformers” (Campbells - Raccoon John Smith) and “Christians” (Stone)

Smith - “Let us, my brethren, be no longer Campbellites or Stoneites, New Lights or Old Lights, or any kind of lights, but let us all come to the Bible alone, as the only book in the world that can give us all the Light we need.”

So much more to be said about these men and all that God was able to accomplish through them. We want to recognize the individuals who helped bring things back into focus, to respect them and what they were able to accomplish - but we are not here to elevate or revere them in worship!)
But what we want to celebrate and commit ourselves to is the Fundamental Principle of the Restoration Movement… The Authority of God’s Word, the Divine Scriptures as the Supreme Authority, as our Sole Authority  

With that, a Basic Synopsis of having God’s Word as the Sole Authority…
    
1) Abandonment of Creeds, Traditions, etc.  
Origins Good but not necessarily Ordained by God!  

 
  Often times Divisive through Determination of Fellowship



Deemed and Dictated as Authoritative (on level of God!) 
“Creeds were the seeds of sectarianism.  They served as the basis for inclusion and exclusion, for unity and excommunication.  They divided the church into denominational camps.”
“Each Christian might read and apply biblical truth, but could only have fellowship with others by accepting the statement of their understanding of the Bible as incorporated in a creed.” 


[see other quotes from Alex Campbell]
    By-product --- Adherence/Acquaintance with God’s Word 
2) Abolishment of Sectarian Organizations & 






Ecclesiastical Governments 
Again, not all bad - Cooperative efforts of unity thru ministry   

  but authoritative religious organizations outside congregation 
 



[See other quote]
    By-product --- Advancement of Unity (even clergy/laity)



[historical quote/synopsis of movement]
But ultimately, not only for the Church but for the Christian…



*God’s Word is the Standard of Authority! 
v. 3 - Sound Doctrine… not Selfish Desires     (DIVINE Standard)
  Correct Teaching - Build Up Faith/Protect Influence of false teachings
     How do we “measure up” - as a Christian… as a Church…

       to the Divine Standard we have as our Book, to our only Creed - Christ?
With God’s Word as Our Standard of Authority; 

through the Scripture, We Measure…*The Make-Up of One’s Life 
speaks to our *Character… as a Christian and as the Church 
Reality (Quality) to the Identity of who and what we are… 

(Our Purpose/Pursuits in Life as a Christian and as a Church) 



Ill) Norwin Christian Church - I am a Christian
*Watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, because if you 
    do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.  
[1 Timothy 4:16]
With God’s Word as Our Standard of Authority;

  through the Scripture, We Measure…*The Message of One’s Life
     speaks to our *Communication… as a Christian and as the Church
What are we “saying” about our church, our Christianity, our Christ?
       (Not so much what my Church believes, but what does the Bible say!)
     Ill) CNN Headline --- Kevin Anderson - minister God’s Freewill Baptist




Prays for President to die and burn (melt) in Hell





Not according to 1 Timothy 2
*But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.









[Titus 2:1 NASV]

With God’s Word as Our Standard of Authority;

through the Scriptures, We Measure… *The Manner of One’s Life

speaks to our *Conduct… as a Christian and as the Church

Does our Life measure up to the Scriptures?  Does our Church?

Living our Lives in Compliance with Scripture… or in Contrast to?

ill) J.I. Packer


Enter False Teachings - Paul instructed Timothy to Battle
*They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.  We know that the law is good IF one uses it properly.  We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers - and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God…    [1 Timothy 1:7-11]

Conclusion:
Fundamental Foundation of Christianity, the Church, Christian




Back to it
-
Build upon it
-
Basis  



Accept and Submit… ill) God’s Standard

I pray that it might be said of NCC, just as it was church at Thessalonica…
*And we also thank God continually because, when you received the Word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the Word of God, which is at work in you who believe. 

[1 Thessalonians 2:13]
Allow God’s Word to work in and through us… as our Supreme Authority









Sole Authority








       the Standard of Authority
Celebration of Restoration
The Continuity of God’s Family
“Where the Bible Speaks, We Speak; 
Where the Bible is Silent, We are Silent”
Opening: 
The Authority of God’s Word Remains 









      through a Continuity of God’s Family with…
A Focus on the Truths of the Word of God! (2 Timothy 2:15)
Walter Scott - four categories (divisions) of Biblical Truth…
1) Facts to be Believed
2) Commands to be Obeyed
3) Promises to be Received 
4) Warnings to be Heeded 
The Foundation of Truth for the Kingdom of God!








    (Ephesians 2:19-22)
   We Find the Truth for God’s Kingdom in…
1) Direct Proclamations from the Scriptures
2) Divine Precedence from the Scriptures
   We Forfeit the Truth for God’s Kingdom (Mark 7:6-9, 13) by…
1) Adding to the Scriptures
2) Avoiding Scriptures

3) Altering the Scriptures

Our Freedom in the Truth of the Son of God!








     (Galatians 5:1 & 13)
Our “Freedom in Christ” as Individual Congregations
    the Methods often Change; the Message never Changes!
   
Our “Freedom in Christ” as Individual Christians


Grounded in God’s Communication - James 1:18-25
Listen Attentively




Learn Accurately




Live Accordingly




Love Absolutely 


Guided by Man’s Conscience - 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 



Man’s Prerogative - “Everything is Permissible”




God’s Principle - “Do not cause anyone to stumble…”







Freedom’s Parameters - “Do not use your freedom to…”




Indulge in Sinful Behavior




Ignore your Sisters and Brothers
Conclusion: 2 Corinthians 3:17
*Celebration of Restoration

*The Continuity of God’s Family

*“Where the Bible Speaks, We Speak;

Where the Bible is Silent, We are Silent”

Opening:   Campbell meeting prior to formation of CAW (Richardson quote)
Scripture must be Regarded as the Supreme, Sole, Standard of Authority; 

We must keep persistently, unceasingly advancing, the Absolute Authority of God’s Word if we are to be His True Disciples, His True Church, to be… 

Truly Free!  Jesus taught the believing Jews (and all His disciples)…
*“If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.




[John 8:31, 32, 36] 
God’s Word can/will Remain the Ultimate Authority for Church/Christian    

  if we have as a Continuity within the Family of God … {SLOGAN}
Authority of God’s Word Remains thru a Continuity of God’s Family w/…
*A Focus on the Truths of the Word of God!
*Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who 

   does need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the Word of Truth.








[2 Timothy 2:15]

Walter Scott - spoke about 4 categories (divisions) of Biblical Truth…


*1) Facts to be Believed

Old saying - “Bible says it, I believe it, that settles it”


*2) Commands to be Obeyed
God’s Will - God’s Work done God’s Way as recorded/revealed God’s Word  


*3) Promises to be Received 
“Every promise in the Book is mine; every chapter, every verse, every line;
  All the blessings of His Love Divine - Every promise in the Book is mine!”


*4) Warnings to be Heeded
  
Eternal Cautions --- Awake/Alert to Be Aware

ill) Barton W. Stone - Last Will/Testament
Authority of God’s Word Remains thru a Continuity of God’s Family thru…
  *The Foundation of Truth for the Kingdom of God!
*Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.  In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.  









[Ephesians 2:19-22]
   Can’t Build Church on any other Foundation… nor Christian Life 
*For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 





which is… Jesus Christ.
        [1 Corinthians 3:11]
Foundation building upon - their works/words Record/Revealed as Scripture

Ill) Alex Campbell - The Restoration of the Ancient Order of Things
*We Find the Truth for God’s Kingdom in…



*Direct Proclamations from the Scriptures

Examples - Personal Evangelism… Individually not just Corporately 


Clearly Communicated as a Command of God!




*Divine Precedence from the Scriptures 
More Examples - observance of the Lord’s Supper, meetings from Acts 2:42
Important to stay w/ Fundamental Foundation of all Christianity - Scripture!

NOT…
Orthodoxy from Ordinary Men

Teachings from the Traditions of Man
Note Jesus response to questions about His disciples not observing traditions

*“How right Isaiah was when he prophesied about you!  You are hypocrites, just as he wrote: ‘These people, says God, honor Me with their words, but their heart is really far away from Me.  It is no use for them to worship Me, because they teach human rules as though they were My laws!’  You put aside God’s command and obey human teachings.  You have a clever way of rejecting God’s law in order to uphold your own teaching.  In this way the teaching you pass on to others cancels out the Word of God.  And there are many other things like this that you do.” 











[Mark 7:6-9, 13 Good News]  
Can’t Circumvent, Counteract, Change but…Christians Have, Churches Do!


Blood is thicker than Doctrine - Brother-in-Law/Good Ole Boys

Don’t pick on others… Caveat - better w/ Principles of Movement/God’s Word 
*We Forfeit the Truth for God’s Kingdom by…



*1) Adding to the Scriptures
(vs. 7 & 8)


Instead of Speak/Silent Bible … some Speak where Bible (God) Silent! 




Primary Example - “Sinner’s Prayer”


*2) Avoiding Scriptures    (v. 9 “set aside” - ignore)
Instead of Speak/Silent Bible… some Silent where Bible (God) Speaks

Primary Examples… SIN - really bad as well as sinful behavior
   Homosexuality vs. other Sexual Immoralities

   Pornography vs. other Entertainment Avenues

   Greedy Selfishness vs. Stinginess
   Heathenistic Lifestyle vs. Complete Surrender  


*3) Altering the Scriptures

(v. 13)
Instead of Speak/Silent Bible… 

       some Speak according to what they believe/want the Bible to Say 
Church is not Divided so much over what the Bible says,



as it is over what men have said about what the Bible says!

Examples - damnation not eternal 
ill) Minister’s luncheon “absolution”
 Pretty Philosophical with the Principles of Movement --- Let’s get Practical!

Authority of God’s Word Remains thru a Continuity of God’s Family even with… *Our Freedom in the Truth of the Son of God!
*It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
[Galatians 5:1]
Freedom from Sin’s Power… and Penalty (Dead) also 

Fulfillment of God’s Law (perfectly completely) as well as 

Man’s Oppressive System of Religion  

*Our “Freedom in Christ” as Individual Congregations

We can do “church”… anyway we like - complete freedom to do so!!
We are Governed by the Timeless Message of the Word (Eternal Truths from Scripture) - Committed, No Comprises, No Changes to that Message
But as we also do live in this world and this society, we must also… 
Grapple with the Temporal Methodology in this World!

Application of Modern Technology and its Advancements…
The Amorality of Accessories that Assist in Advancing the Cause of Christ


The Ascetics of Facilities - multipurpose, cross, pulpit, etc.


that which Facilitate Worship - style of music/instruments, 
 power point, etc.
The Atmosphere of Acceptance for Assimilation 
a Welcoming Spirit - comfortable, friendly, informal   


Ill) Outfits, refreshments, etc.
Key is… Our Attitude in the Acceptance of this Our Approach

NO ONE Can Determine/Demand the Right Way (other than God’s Directives)

*the Methods often Change; the Message NEVER Changes!
Freedom of Choice/Preference - But can’t Force


*Our “Freedom in Christ” as Individual Christians 
*You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.   











[Galatians 5:13]



*Grounded in God’s Communication
*He chose to give us birth through the Word of Truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the Word planted in you, which can save you.  Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the Word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it - he will be blessed in what he does.








[James 1:18-25]

How do we keep “Grounded” in God’s “Communication”?


*1) Listen Attentively


*2) Learn Accurately



*3) Live Accordingly



*4) Love Absolutely



*You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the Kingdom, which is found in the Scripture, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself”. 






[James 2:8 Good News]
Though we are “Grounded” in God’s Word, we must also be… 



*Guided by Man’s Conscience
*“Everything is permissible” - but not everything is beneficial.  “Everything is permissible” - but not everything is constructive.  Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.  Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of conscience, for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.”  If some unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising questions of conscience.  But if anyone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both for the sake of the man who told you and for conscience’ sake - the other man’s conscience, I mean, not yours.  For why should my freedom be judged by another’s conscience?  If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for?  So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks, or the Church of God - even as I try to please everybody in every way.  For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.






[1 Corinthians 10:23-33]   
Though Convinced/Confident of Conclusions from God’s Communication… Concern for Man’s “Conscience” (Spiritual Sake) of one another vital!

*Man’s Prerogative… “Everything is Permissible”
*God’s Principle… “Do not cause anyone to stumble” 

(others/self)

*Freedom’s Parameters… “Do not use your freedom to…”
Don’t Be so Self-absorbed with Self thru Sin you don’t Serve one another! 




(Indulge/Ignore)
ill) Mandela quote
*Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; 




live as servants of God.

[1 Peter 2:16]
Conclusion:
*Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is… 





there is freedom.    
  [2 Corinthians 3:17]
 Celebration of Restoration

The Propriety in God’s Church

“Calling Bible Things by Bible Names; 

Doing Bible Things in Bible Ways”
Ephesians 4:1-24 (page 1821)
Opening:
Placing the Framework of the Church 









in its Proper Place 




1) Local Autonomy



2) Leadership Addressed




Past “Pillars” 




Perpetual “Participants”
Preachers (evangelists)

Pastors (elders)

Priests (everybody)




3) Liberty in Administration
Putting the Function of the Church 









into its Proper Perspective 

   The Practices of the Church - The Word of God is Pre-eminent 

   The Program of the Church - The Workers of God are Prepared
   The Pursuit of the Church - A Witness to God is Provided
   The Purpose of the Church - The Worship of God is Paramount
Conclusion: Matthew 16:15-18

*Celebration of Restoration

The Propriety of God’s Church

*“Calling Bible Things by Bible Names;

Doing Bible Things in Bible Ways”
Ephesians 4:1-24 (page 1821)
Opening:
The Kind of Church we are - Connection with Movement







     Celebration of Restoration service
Revisiting Biblical Principles of Movement through “slogans”…
Regarding God’s Word - Supreme and Sole Standard of Authority 




NO Creed Christ/NO Book Bible
Ultimate/Absolute Authority Remains thru Continuity of God’s Family by…


Speak Scriptures Speak/Silent Scriptures Silent



ill) Thomas Campbell
That Realization can help bring/keep a Propriety in God’s Church - 

Conforming Appropriately to Revealed/Recorded Establishments of Church

by… Calling Bible Things Bible Names/Doing Bible Things in Bible Ways 



[turn to Ephesians 4 - page 1821]
As we look at passage - and in consideration/commitment to a Propriety of God’s Church by Calling Bible Things/Names; Doing Bible Things/Ways, 
   let’s see the practical (and powerful) application of these 


biblical precepts and principles as we work together in… 
the Construction of Christ’s Church and in the Building of God’s Kingdom! 

Let’s begin this Propriety of God’s Church by…
*Placing the Framework of the Church 










in its Proper Place!
Way to Restore N.T. Church - Call Bible Things/Do Bible Things Ways
In our text, we read the words inspired from God concerning what Jesus has given to the Body of Christ in relation to the Structure of the Church.  So as we look to this passage and others, let’s note all that He has given to us!


*Local Autonomy
*They (Paul and Barnabas) preached the Good News in that city (Derbe) and won a large number of disciples.  Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the Kingdom of God”, they said.  Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.




[Acts 14:21-23]
Two things to note…
*1) locality of leadership - not regionally





*2) plurality of leadership - not individually 
Though their Responsibility is with a World-Wide Mission…



   their Authority is within the Local Ministry 
Ill) Leggett


*Leadership Addressed
Let’s not overlook verse 15… *Christ is the Head

*He (Christ) is the head of His Body, the Church; 






He is the source of the Body’s life.  









[Colossians 1:18 Good News]



*Permanent “Pillars”

*Apostles - 


Definition and Distinction… 









    ] “Done with”!

*Prophets - 


Definition and Distinction… 


Reveal God’s Truth, Recorded as God’s Word   
*built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets…  [Ephesians 2:20]



*Perpetual “Participants”

*Preachers 

{PAUSE}

*Evangelists


Definition and Distinction of Leader

*Pastors

{PAUSE}

*Elders


Definition and Distinction of Leader
Teach God’s Truth, from the Testimony of God’s Word 

*Priests

{PAUSE}

*EVERYBODY
*As you come to Him, the Living Stone - rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him - you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.






[1 Peter 2:4, 5, 9] 
Embody God’s Truth as Equipped by God’s Word to be Engaged in God’s Work


*Liberty in Administration 

Absence of Specifics… though Approach is Subject to…. 
       the governing guidelines and the parameters from the principles of Scripture
   Ill) Alex Campbell - Response to Rejection of Acceptance into Fellowship
This Propriety for God’s Church continues (and is strengthened) by… 
*Putting the Function of the Church 









in its Proper Perspective!
Again, as we look to God’s Word, we discover what the Church is to be (and to be about!) through the Precepts and the Principles Presented in Scripture.  So let’s see the Function of Church from the Proper Perspective of the Bible.
*The Practices of the Church 
*…so that the Body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity       in the  faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  (verses 12b & 13)
When it comes to the Practices of the Church…
*The Word of God is Pre-eminent



Ill) Alex and Ancient Order of Things

The Source of Conformity - “one faith”

The Solution to Unity - one in “Body” and “Spirit”
The Substance to Maturity - “One w/ God”- become like His “One & Only”
As we look at the Function of the Church 





from the Proper Perspective of the Bible, we see… 
*The Program of the Church
What is God’s Program/Plan for the Church?

*Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as we see the Day approaching. {PAUSE - earlier said…} And let us consider how we may… spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
     [Hebrews 10:24 & 25]
The Program of the Church is this… 
*The Workers of God are Prepared

*to prepare God’s people for works of service…
(verse 12a)
so that… 

*the whole body grows and builds itself up in love, 







as each part does its work.
(verse 16)

Serve Christ… *live as servants of God.

[1 Peter 2:16b]

Serve Christians… *…rather, serve one another in love.










[Galatians 5:13]

Serve Community of Man… 
*“I tell you the truth, whatever you did/did not do for one of the least of 

    these brothers of mine, you did/did not do  for Me.”  [Matthew 25:40, 45] 
*The Pursuit of the Church
*I urge you to… live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  (verse 1)
The Pursuit of the Church is…
*A Witness to God is Provided

Live as…
Children of the Lord (Ephesians 5:1) 

       
Children of Light (Ephesians 5:8b) 
*… to put on a new self, created to be like God… 
(verse 24)
*The Purpose of the Church

Get us Right with God… Get Others Right with God…
Ultimate Purpose of the Church - The Crux of what we do as Christians…
*The Worship of God is Paramount
More than “Lifting Up” Praise to Jesus - “Living Up-to” the Person of Jesus

Ill) 2 Sons who “love” Dad, expressed 2 ways - which one loves the most?!  
*And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
  [Colossians 3:17]
Conclusion:
The Propriety of the Lord’s Church


Framework - Proper Place




Function - Proper Perspective
when…


Calling Bible Things by Bible Names;




Doing Bible Thins Bible Ways



Ill) Thomas Campbell - Appendix from D & A

*“But what about you?” Jesus asked.  “Who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”   Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by My Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it.”





[Matthew 16:15-18]
Celebration of Restoration

A Charity with God’s People

“In Essential Beliefs, We Have Unity;




In Non-Essential Beliefs, We Have Liberty;





In All Beliefs (things), We Have Charity”
Romans 14 (page 1765)
Opening:
   In Essential Beliefs… A Discernment of Doctrine  







1 Corinthians 1:10
Complete Unity comes through 








a Correct Understanding of Scripture!
In Non-Essential Beliefs… An Openness to Opinions 



Commandment from God’s Pronouncement
Conviction from Biblical Principles 
Choice from Man’s Preferences 
In ALL Beliefs… Live by Love 






1 John 4:16
A Love for God and His Word - 1 John 5:3
    






   (also 2 Thessalonians 2:10)


A Love for God and His People - 1 John 3:23, 4:21 

To Love as Christ Loved Us (John 13:34)… 
Accepting One Another 






Romans 15:7
Ministering to One Another 




2 Corinthians 4:5, Mark 10:45


Sacrificing for One Another 



Hebrews 13:16, 1 John 3:16
Conclusion:
1 John 4:12 
*Celebration of Restoration
*A Charity with God’s People
*“In Essential Beliefs, We Have Unity;

In Non-Essential Beliefs, We Have Liberty;

In All Beliefs (things), We Have Charity”

Romans 14 (page 1765) 
Opening:
The Kind of Church We Are… Connection with Movement






        “Celebration of Restoration”

Revisiting Biblical Principles of Movement thru “slogans” - highlight truths
The Authority of God’s Word - Regard Supreme, Sole, Standard Authority 


NO Creed Christ/NO Book Bible
Continuity of God’s Family - Bible Remains Ultimate/Absolute Authority 


Speak Scriptures Speak/Silent Scriptures Silent
(Needed) Propriety in God’s Church - Conform Appropriately to Essentials in Establishment of God’s Church as Revealed/Recorded in God’s Word…

    Calling Bible Things Names/ Doing Bible Things Ways
Perhaps a meeting in 1832 at Christian Church Hill Street Lexington, Ky. will help convey a very practical application and approach to these biblical
principles of unity… Ill) Raccoon John Smith sermon (Reformers/Christians)
I Suggest a Summary of these Biblical Principles are contained in this slogan from 1627, German Lutheran theologian Peter Meldenius (Rupert Meiderlin) 

In Essential Beliefs, We Have Unity; In Non-Essentials Beliefs,    

We Have Liberty; In All Beliefs (things); We Have Charity 

Nice Slogan - but what does it mean, convey?!  How do we make Practical?
*In Essential Beliefs… {PAUSE}


So, what is “essential” doctrine?!  (agreement on what is essential!)
Suggested possibilities…
spiritual unity vs. doctrinal unity

matters relating to salvation only!


Ill) Jack Cottrell’s writings on “essential doctrines”
2008 Bible Conference (Symposium)…
So in Essentials, what do we do… what do we need?
    
*A Discernment of Doctrine
*Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.      [1 Corinthians 1:10 NASV]
“Unity” - repaired/restored… dislocated limb back in place - “set right” 
      mend nets (ways) proper order/productive use
    *Complete Unity comes through a Correct Understanding of Scripture! 
not from Unanimity from Consensus; but from Uniformity thru Conformity! 
*The man who thinks he knows something… 






does not yet know as he ought to know.
[1 Corinthians 8:2]



Ill) Alex Campbell - infant baptism 
*All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear for you.  Only let us… live up to what we have already attained.
  [Philippians 3:15 & 16]
So that brings us to… *In Non-Essential Beliefs…{PAUSE}

So, what are “Non-Essential Beliefs”?!
simply put…
 thoughts/opinions on that which God has not clearly communicated






ill) Cottrell  
Though you may have an Opinion on what God has not spoken directly… 

You CANNOT have an Opinion on what God has spoken directly!



Ill) Patrick Moynihan quote

entitled (free choice) to have opinion on the facts…

but does not ensure your right! (NO objective way to determine truth!)  
ill) Z28 Camero - Fact = Red… Opinion = Great Car 
so with Non-Essential Beliefs we must have… 




*An Openness to Opinions      





[turn to Romans 14 - page 1765]
Distinctive Differences with… 

*Commandment from God’s Pronouncement 




Opinions just don’t Matter
*Conviction from Biblical Principles 

Your Convictions are for You!    Your Convictions CAN NOT be 
       made to be mine/another’s Commandment   Ill) - Standard S. S. lesson
*Choices from Man’s Preferences 
 Ill) Bob Russell’s story of communion table front and center… “should be”!
We Need for Unity an Understanding of Scripture (Discernment of Doctrine) 

and we Must Have an Openness to Opinions, Tolerance of Opinions - 

not Test of Faith/Fellowship--- but (perhaps) above all else…  
*In ALL Beliefs (things)… {PAUSE} Live by Love
*And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love.  
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in Him.     [1 John 4:16]

*A Love for God and His Word 
*This is love for God: to obey His commands.  




And His commands are not burdensome.
[1 John 5:3]
*But if anyone obeys His Word, God’s love is truly made complete in him.









[1 John 2:5a]
Jesus repeatedly taught in John 14…
*“IF you love Me, you will OBEY what I command (My teachings).”









[John 14:15, 21, 23]
Key to Living a Life of Love for God by Obeying God’s Word…



A Love for God’s Word, His Scriptures, His Truth!

*They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.









[2 Thessalonians 2:10]

*A Love for God and His People
*And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.  And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 










  [1 John 3:23, 4:21]

Ill) love/above - know/below saying
*“A new command I give you: Love one another.  

As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
[John 13:34]

So, how do we love as Christ has loved us?



*Accepting One Another
*We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.  Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For even Christ did not please Himself… Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.








[Romans 15:1-3, 7] 


*Ministering to One Another
*For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 


and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
[2 Corinthians 4:5]



Ill) Augustine quote
*“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and… 


to give His life as a ransom for many.”
[Mark 10:45]



*Sacrificing for One Another
*And do not forget to do good and to share with others, 





for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
[Hebrews 13:16]
*This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
[1 John 3:16]
   Life a Life of Love - Loving God by Obeying His Commands...




 Loving One Another as Jesus Loves Us!

Conclusion:


  In Essentials… Unity through Understanding






 Discipline to Discern Doctrine (all)




In Non-Essentials… Liberty by Openness to Opinions






Commands/Convictions/Choices


In ALL Beliefs/Things… Live a Life of Love




Love God/Obey Commands/Love as Christ Loved




Ill) Barton W. Stone from 1835

*No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 

and His love is made complete in us.

[1 John 4:12]
Celebration of Restoration

The Unity of God’s Kingdom

“We Are NOT the Only Christians, but We Are Christians Only”
John 17:20-23 (page 1680)
Opening:
As Christians Only, 







We SHOULD NOT SPEAK Out of Any Arrogance! 
As Christians Only, We SHOULD SPEAK…




of Our Affiliation with the Body of Christ!



1 Corinthians 12:27 (also verses 12-14)
As Christians Only, We SHOULD SPEAK… 


    

    of Our Allegiance to the Brotherhood of Christ!




Romans 12:4 & 5
As Christians Only, We SHOULD SPEAK… 



of Our Acceptance of the Believers in Christ!





Mark 9:38-41


Jesus’ Reckoning of a Christian…




“whoever is not against Me is for Me”

Luke 11:23 (Matthew 7:15-23)



Our Role as a Christian… 




“we are Christ’s ambassadors”
        
       2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (Philippians 1:18)
Our Responsibility as a Christian…



“speak (share) the truth in love”

   Ephesians 4:15 (Acts 18:24-19:7) 
Conclusion: Romans 15:5 & 6  

*Celebration of Restoration

*The Unity of God’s Kingdom

*“We Are NOT the Only Christians, but We Are Christians Only”

*John 17:20-23 (page 1680)

Opening:
The Kind of Church We Are… Connection with Movement







        “Celebration of Restoration”

Revisiting Biblical Principles of Movement thru “slogans” - highlight truths

The Authority of Gods Word - Regard Supreme, Sole, Standard of Authority




NO Creed Christ/NO Book Bible

Continuity of God’s Family - Bible Remains Absolute/Ultimate Authority

Speak Scriptures Speak/Silent Scriptures Silent

(Needed) Propriety in God’s Church - Confirm Appropriately to Essentials   

    in Establishment of God’s Church - Revealed/Recorded in God’s Word…

Calling Bible Things Names/Doing Bible Things Ways

Summary of “slogans” (principles)

In Essential Beliefs - Unity; In NON-Essentials - Liberty




In All Beliefs (things) - Charity

Ultimately brings us to our final “slogan” for study, identifies us most…
We Are Not the Only Christians, but We Are Christians Only!


Ill) Reference to Cane Ridge Revival w/ Barton W. Stone




and Retrospective on the Christian Connection 
This seems to speak along the line of the prayer of Jesus prior to Calvary…




[turn to text of John 17 - page 1680]
Prayer: A Unity among God’s People - “may be one… as We are one” 

   thru the Authority of God’s Word - “through the message” (truth/word vs. 17)
  and with that.. We Are NOT the Only Christians; We Are Christians Only 

ill) Excerpts on Unity as Christians through Authority of Scripture
Are we - as individuals, Christians Only; a congregation of Christians Only? 
That is our plan, our goal, our intention here at NCC… as so with that…
As Christians Only,

*We SHOULD NOT SPEAK Out of Any Arrogance!

Often we come across - accused/accurately (individually/collectively) as
     Smug little Stiff-necked Snots, Swaggering with a Spiritual Superiority

Do we really think we have the market cornered on Truth?


Do we really know we are the Only Ones “right” (going to heaven)? 

*For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. {PAUSE} Do not be proud… Do not be conceited.       [Romans 12:3, 16b]
Confidence = Correctness, Assurance = Affirmation


An Attitude and Approach that is not one of Arrogance
But as Christians Only, *We SHOULD SPEAK…
of Our Affiliation with the Body of Christ! 
     *Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.








[1 Corinthians 12:27] 
*For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many.  [1 Corinthians 12:12-14 NASV] 

Individual Christians in the Congregation

Individual Congregations in the Church (Kingdom of God)

Also, as Christians Only, *We SHOUD SPEAK…

of Our Allegiance to the Brotherhood of Christ! 
*Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member… belongs to all the others.      [Romans 12:4 & 5] 

Loyalty to Christ, His Church, and His “Congregational Members”

No Stumbling Blocks… No Tests of Fellowship over Opinions

*For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.








[Philippians 2:21]
And finally, as Christians Only, *We SHOULD SPEAK… 

of Our Acceptance of the Believers in Christ!
*“Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in Your name and we told him to stop, because… he was not one of us.”  “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “No one who does a miracle in My name can in the next moment say anything bad about Me, for whoever is not against us is for us.  I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in My name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.”  










[Mark 9:38-41]

Notice…

     *Jesus’ Reckoning of a Christian…


*“whoever is not against Me is for Me”
*“Anyone who is not with Me is against Me, 

and anyone who does not work with Me, is working against Me.”









[Luke 11:23 NCV]


Ill) Alexander Campbell and Baptist “Associations” 
Listen again to the words of Jesus… 
*“Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them.  Do people pick grapes from thorn-bushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, and a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father.  Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from Me, you evildoers!’”




[Matthew 7:15-23]

Surprises pertaining to those who really are Christian…

     those who are producing fruit/not producing fluff 

     those who actually do the will of God (style vs. substance)   
Let’s not forget a couple of other related aspects of Accepting Believers…




*Our Role as a Christian


*“we are Christ’s ambassadors”
*All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us.








[2 Corinthians 5:18-20]
We are Witnesses for the Lord - not the Judge 





       the Jury





       the Defense Lawyer






       the Prosecuting Attorney
Paul responds to concerns for those “preaching Christ” w/ improper motives

*“But what does it matter?  The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached.  And because of this, I rejoice.  Yes, and I will continue to rejoice.”

[Philippians 1:18]  
And one more final thought, when it comes to acceptance of believers…



*Our Responsibility as a Christian…


*“speak (share) the truth in love”
*Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit of love, 
we must grow up in every way to Christ, who is the Head.





[Ephesians 4:15 Good News]
A difficulty at times for us - ill) Alexander Campbell and Lunenburg Letter
Something similar is taught to us in Scripture - back to back in Acts 18/19

      1) Story of Apollos 
 Learned man, thorough knowledge of Scripture - only knew John’s Baptism
Priscilla and Aquila - invited to home and…


*“explained to him the way of God more adequately”   [Acts 18:26]


Wanted to go to Achaia, brothers encouraged and sent - great help…


*“proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ”  [Acts 18:28]


      2) Story of the Ephesian Disciples of John the Baptizer
Paul encounters 12 disciples - only John’s baptism, knew nothing of Spirit
Paul spoke with then further, about believing in one “coming after” (Jesus)
“Upon hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus”   










[Acts 19:5]

Ill) Larry Pechawer… Promise of Salvation/Possibility of Salvation
Conclusion:



Ill) Thomas Campbell first proposition in D & A
*Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  




   [Romans 15:5 & 6 NASV]
